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Editorial: 


, non- alignment certainly 
deserves a scond look by the 
small peace- loving countries 
and thicr long- due 
expectations, hopes and 
aspirations, supposing 
hopefully that the dreams of 
mankind come true. Dreams 
of disarmament, elimination 
of hostile military blocks, 
etc... 

Speaking of 

self-determination, 1 find it 
very ironic when I think 
about the story of self 
-determination and its 
recognition for the first time 
as a right instead of only a 
political principle. According 
to the true story of the 
process of the inclusion of 
the right of 

self-determination in both 
covenants of human rights 
adopted by the United 

Nations as the first article of 

both Covcnanls.Thc irony is 
that it was the Afghan 

delegation in the United 
Nations that for the first time 
proposed the recognition of 
self-determination by peoples 
and nations as a right, and 
now we see that the 
implementation of the right 
of Afghanistan's 
self-dctermingation is 

ignored. 1 am sure that all 
those who are acquainted 
with the work of the United 
Nations are fully aware of 
this fact which is available in 
the U.N. records. But to my 
surprise, none of those who 
knew this fact, to my 
knowledge, has made any 


be effective because they 
target the Taliban but not 
Afghan civilians. Not likely 
punishing a repressive 
military movmcnt will 
inevitably affect those living 
under it. Such insensitivity 
led UN secrctary-Gcncral 
Kofi Annan to admonish the 
Sccurliy Council publicly for 
victimizing civilians and 
compromising the UN's 
persistent, if faltering search 
for peace. The sanctions 
indirect effects in 
Afghanistan the loss of life, 
and the loss of faith in the 
world's efforts to end its war 
are fatiguing and familar. the 
assumptions that motivate 
the Council's reasoning are at 
best inaccurate and the 
consequences for fhc broader 
region are likely to be sclf- 
dcfcatig. 

At the height of the cold war, 
the soviet Union's 
underbelly was mapped as 
an" arc of crisis."Although 
time have changed, the 
mindset has stuck: the arc of 
crisis is now treated like an 


references to this fact. 
Among proposals made by 
other individuals, I have 
made a proposal with a view 
to a peaceful solution of the 
Afghan problem, which is 
based on the undeniable right 
of peoples and nations to 
self-determination. 

PROPOSAL FOR 
SELF-DETERMINATION 

This proposal is based on the 
idea of convening a special 
international conference 
under the auspices of the 
United Nations organization 
with participation of: 

a) All permanent members 
of the United Nations 
Security Council 

b) All Afghan panics inside 
and outside Afghanistan, 
including Khaleq and Par 

cham, as parties only, and in 
no manner as a government 
or administration 

c) Pakistan and Ira as 
Afghanistan's neighbors. 

AGENDA 

The agenda of the conference 
should be strictly confined to 
one single item: 
implementation of the 
undeniable right of the 

Afghan nation and people to 
sclf-delcrminiion by free, 
fair, and strictly democratic 
elections. 

The United Nations 
organizations is to be 
instructed to urgently, 
without any delay, arrange 
for sending: 

arc of frustration, and the 
retaliatory flavor of 
diplomacy remains on stant. 

Recent reports prepared by 
the Rand Corporation and the 
National Intelligence Council 
shroud all the major regional 
players in Afghanistan’s war 
in pessimistic colors of 
ethnic 

fomentation, religious 
militancy and gcopolitcal 
instabiliy. Security Council 
sanctions stand as a 
monument to a wishful 
alchemy in which symptoms 
take precedence over causes, 
random palliatives replace 
cures, and the hard-won 
experience of other wars is 
simply ignord. The sanctions 
match an array of faulty 
assumptions to unproven 
conclusions. Phrased with 
righteous indignation, they 
suggest that isolation will 
lead recalcitrant Taliban 
leaders to the bargaining 
table— but imply that the 
same isolation will inspire 
Afghans to rise 
spontaneously against the 
Taliban. They set up a straw 
man that sanctions might 
lead the Taliban toward 


a) United Nations 
Peacekeeping Forces for 
security and prevention of 
violence. 

b) A team for monitoring the 
process of the elections to be 
free and fair 

c) No neighbors of 
Afghanistan should he 
chosen to take any part in the 
forces or monitoring teams 

d) Islamic Conference 
Organisation as observer. 

PLACE 

The United Nations 
European office in Geneva, 
Switzerland, or its 
headquarters in New York. 

A council emerging as a 
result of elections should 
form an interim government 
which will immediately draft 
a constitution for the 
consideration of a Loyah 
Jcrgah and the formation of 
an elected government. 

Ali other aspects of the 
problem , without any 
exception whatsoever, should 
be approved by the Loyah 
Jcrgah. 

I hope that I will hear the 
views of the esteemed 
participants of this seminar 
about this proposal. 1 shall be 
glad to answer any questions 
and offer any explanations 
required with an open mind 
to any amendments or 
modifications not negating 
the national interest of my 
country. 

To be continued 

multi-party democracy- but 
imply that central and 
southwest Asia can be safe 
from extremism only if the 
Taliban disappear. 

They assume that mulitparty 
negotiations will lure 
reconstruction funds to save 
the strugglig economics of 
Afghanisian.s ncighborsfjust 
as war brought prosperity to 
Pakistan two decades ago) 
but think little about which 
of the region's autocrats and 
meddlers will be empowered 
if money Hoods in. 

These sharp- tongued 
sanctions nonetheless reflect 
a puzzling ambivalence 
toward Afghanistan’s war. 
Russia, Iran and central Asia 
still support Ahmed Shah 
Massoud's tattered army 
against the Taliban, but only 
enough to sustain fighting- 
including battlefield victories 
recently... and not nearly 
enough to win a war. 

Astrict arms andfucl enbarge 
applied to all suppliers and 
combatants, is desirable, 
practical and possible, but 
endorsed in world only. 

To be cont inued 


invasion of the Soviet Union to our country and their 
humiliating expulsion(1988) and arrival of resistance forces 
to Kabul(1992) and the emergence of Taliban Islamic 
Movement and capturing of Kandaher(1994) till now, it is 
seen that the history of our country has witnessed lots of ups 
and downs, conqucrings and defeats, historical prides, 
ingloriouns incidents, independence and bravery which they 
all had blood letting, killing, plundering, moral devations and 
crumbling, regardless of that they all had nothing except half 
century calm. 

Anyhow with suffering huge human and material losses, the 
courageous Afghans defeated two aggressive super powers 
throughout twentieth century and,rescued lots of nations 
from the notorious yoke of slavery and the more they were 
the winner in the battle ground, the more they were the loser 
in the politics scene and as a result of the factional fightings, 
they have continued with fratricide and their home crumbling 
for eight years. 

If we think a little bit, we will sec that: 

- We have degraded the prestige of liberation wars and have 
turned them to factional fightings. 

- Instead of the political and administrative independence, we 
have followed the dictation of others. 

- Under the dictate of aliens and their interest, we have 
started fratricide and home crumbling. 

- We have deprived of the fruits and privileges of the 
national resurrection and Jehad of our people who helped 
complete victory of the same. 

- We have kept distance from Afghan and Islamic spirit and 
instead of turning politics to religion we have turned religion 
to politics. 

- We haven't strengthened the national unity. 

- We have used war as earning our livelyhood and mono 
polization of power. 

- We have compelled our people to migration and begging 
that as a result of which brain drain took place. 

- We have kept distance from and created panic among our 
people that in conclusion the confidence among the people 
has been completely undermined and as far as we could we 
have competed the people to migration. 

- We have had more than one ruler in our country and we 
have sworn to intensify war and to bum every thing and to be 
proud of this and' 

- We have been engaged with abortive and heinous political 
dealings and meanwhile we have given more privileges to 
our enemies and according to Late Dr. Iqbal, we have tried 
to destroy ourselves and build others. Lets once again sec 
that arc the above right about us and our country that finally 
all the calamities have inflicted huge human and material 
losses on our home land? 

Now you please kindly judge that are we going to destroy our 
selves and building others? .. 
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UN SANCTIONS 


held in Peshawar on 
March 9-11 1991 which 


The general topic is 
"Rebuilding Afghan Political 
and Legal Institutions." I 
have been asked to speak 
bout Afghan relations with 
Muslim countries with an 
emphasis on the future. In 
this regard, I would like to 
make a few opening general 
xfcmarks. which in my 
opinion, shuold be kept in 
mind in dwelling upon the 
matters before this gathering. 

First, in speaking of Muslim 
countries, we should 
remember that Muslim 
countries are divided into 
two catagories. 

A. countries with a majority 
of Muslim population and 
minorities of other religions. 

B. countries with significant 
Muslim minorities and 
majorities of other religions 

Second, it is very difficult, 
and for me it is almost 
impossible in the present 
world sitution to visualize the 
future form and state of 
Muslim countries. In this 
regard, it is not unimportant 
to keep in mind the necessity 
of relations of Muslims with 
Muslims in relation with 
Muslim countries with 
non-Muslim populations. 

To me it seems that in my 
case , relations between 
Muslim peoples are 
significant and necessary. 
Obviously, in this connection 
, one has to keep in mind the 
uncertain nature of politics. 
We cannot be sure of what 
will or may happen in the 
future. It is particularly 
important that non-Afghan 
governments should avoid 
the temptations of shaping 
the future of Afghanistan in 
their own image or according 
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to their own dcsirs for any 
reason whatsoever. One 
cannot turn a blind eye to the 
fact that at the present, as 
perhaps in the past, there 
have been countries with 
such desires among Muslims 
states. This is most 
unfortunate. 

We can find examples of 
great, unforgetable mistakes 
made by certain states even 
in connections with the tragic 
event of Russian invasion of 
Afghanistan. In its desire to 
shape the future of 
Afghanistan in its own 
image, the Russians 
committed an all-time 
mistake. This applies not 
only to one country, but to all 
large and small Muslim or 

non-muslim countries. 

The lessons of history should 
be learned. I think it is 
worthwhile to pay some 
attention to the words of 
William Faulkner who said: 
"The past is never dead, it is 
not even past.” 

This is of more importance in 
countries with a long and 
eventful past. The countries 
of Asia and the Middle-East 
with Muslim populations 
generally fall in this 
category. Afghanistan is one 
of these countries. Even in 
Afghanistan’s recent past, 
one cannot think but of ruins. 
There is much truth in the 
saying that "A country 
without ruins is a country 
without history." 

In the context of the above 
remarks, allow me to also 
sound a serious warning 
about certain expressions, 
views, and even suggestions 
made by certain 
governments, individuals 
-even during supposedly 
serious meetings by Afghans 
and non-Afghans, some of 
Afghan policies. Among 
these , the one that seems to 
be the most important and 
has repeatedly been dwelled 
upon is the question of 
Afghanistan's non-alignment. 

Despite the emerging trends 
in international affairs, I wish 
to emphasize that no one, I 
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repeat on one whatsoever, is 
entitled or authorised to state 
that Afhanistan should 
remain a non-aligned nation, 
except in the form of 
expressing a personal 
opinion. It is for the obvious 
reason that to do more will 
be an unjust infringement on 
the right of a nation and 
people to self-determination. 
Only through free and fair 
elections a decision could be 
reached. Here, I must make it 
clear that I personally do not 
oppose Afghanistan’s 
non-alignment, but only it is 
decided upon as approved by 
an elected democratic and 
legitimate government in 
accordance with Aghan 
tradition and democratic 
processes . It must represent 

the will and determination of 
the Afghan people. It is in 
this connection that one can 
refer to an elected parliament 
and the approval of its 
decision by Loyah Jergah. 

While speaking about 
Afghanistan's non-alignment, 
it will not be out of order to 
allow ourselves to be 
reminded that the policy of 
Afghan non- alignment is a 
traditional policy. Before 
World War I, ^Afghanistan 
was already a non-aligned 
country. As between World 
War I and World War II, it 
preserved its non- alignment 
during world war II. After 
world war II Afghanistan 
became directly and actively 
involved into formation of 
the non-aligned movement, 
and at all times this 
important national policy 
decision was taken by 
Legitimate and responsible 
governments and approved 
by the Loyah Jergah. 

Meanwhile, changes have 
taken place in recent times, 
particularly in the policies of 
the big powers. For example, 
the elimination of cold war, 
the atmosphere of detente 
and dissolution of the 
military blocks invites 
attention to the very reasons 
of necessity or lack of 
necessity of non-alignment 
for peace loving countries. 
Moreover (see page 7) 


Late last month the UN 
Security Council once again 
voted sanctions against 

Afghanistan as punishment 
for sponsoring terrorism and 
harboring Osama Bin 

Laden, the alleged 
mastermind behind the 
bombing of two US 
embassies in Africa.. 

With rare concord, the 
United States and Russia 
agreed to isolate Afghanistan 
in order to halt threatening 
instabilities from the 
Caucasus to China. But in a 
big . region marred by 
stubborn little wars, simple¬ 
sounding sanctions promise 
to lurn 2001 into a very 

complicated year. Set to 


begin in a few days, these 
sanctions appear at first 
glance to be more symbolic 
than serious. Afghanistan is 
already among the world's 
most inaccessible places, 
crisscrossed by the ebb of 
cmergance aid and the flow 
of refugees. But it remains a 
destination for the guns of 
war, the drugs that buy 
them, and fighters who 
soldier for causes often far 
removed from the ills of this 
ravaged land. Exasperated 
foreign politicians who can't 
stop burgeoning terrorisms 
have made Afghanistan into 
a diplomatic voodoo doll, 
swapping periodic pinpricks 
for the difficult work of 
brokering and sustaining 
peace. 

The US and Russia insist that 
sanctions will (ggg page 7 ) 


Destroying ourselves & building 
others humiliating defeat of super 
powers & Afghans 

It is evident that we Afghans are always lost in a 
contemplation about our self-made calamity, people and 
homeland. Of course what we were, what we did and what 
will be our future arc the questions which always pester us. 
Meanwhile who sacrificed and who had the benefit of such 
huge sacrifices are among other questions which annoy us. 

It is said that pasts ot everybody and country effect their 
present and future, whether they arc good or awful. Most of 
the analysts arc of the opinion that past is nevet dead. But as a 
result of its geo- political, economical and stratcgiecal 
positions, Afghanistan our poor country has witnessed 
nothing, but pain, fire, blood and finally repealed crumbling 
and its eventful history remembers the popular persian adage 
which says; "The feather of peacock became its enemy." 

On the other hand the incidents of this ancient country which 
is situated in the hearth of Asia and has been described as the 
intersection of old civilizations, gate of India or heaven of 
Aden, remind us of the popular work of Abram Joseph 
entitled A land without ruin.” who said:"A country without 
ruin is a country without history." 

Any way, it would be bether to have a glance at our300- year 
old history, from Mirwais Naika uprising against 
aliens( 1709) that infact makes the foundation of our 
countrywide government and from killing of Gorgin, the 
deputy of Safavide to sample, traditional and national 
crowning of Ahmad Shah Baba(1742) and three 
Anglo-Afghan wars( 1842-1919) and the coup of Sardar 
Mohammad Daud as against Royalty(1973) and the 
Communists against him and the military 

(see page 7) 
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